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Building a European partnership for Pandemic
Preparedness: The new European project BE READY
starts, aiming to improve the EU’s capacity to prepare and
respond to emerging infectious health threats
On September 19 t h , the BE READY project launched publically its activities in Paris. The
project objective is to create a European Partnership for Pandemic Preparedness and
consolidate the One Health approach through the European Research and Innovation
Area providing a coherent Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda and other tools
for member states to tackle future public health emergencies.
Funded with 2 million euros by the European Commission, the Coordination and Support Action (CSA)
Building a European strategic Research and Innovation Area in Direct Synergy with EU and
International Initiatives for Pandemic Preparedness (BE READY) is led by the ANRS | Emerging
Infectious Diseases / INSERM (French National Institute of Health and Medical Research) and
composed of 24 partners and affiliates from 15 countries, 13 European Member States, Norway and
the UK.
Relying on the expertise of Public Health Organisations, Ministries (of Science, Education, Health,
Innovation or Environment), and Research Performing Organisations to ensure a cross-cutting,
interdisciplinary Global Health and One Health approach, the BE READY project aims on laying the
preparatory groundwork for the foundation of the future European Partnership for Pandemic
Preparedness which includes the preparation of an innovative and visionary European Strategic
Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) for pandemic preparedness, as well as, the establishment of
a secretariat to coordinate the creation of such partnership between European Commission and
interested partners, with strong involvement of public authorities (policymakers, research funders).
The project’s final purpose is to improve the European Union's readiness to predict and respond to
emerging health threats by better coordinating funding for research and innovation at EU, national
(and regional) levels towards common objectives and an agreed Strategic Research and Innovation
Agenda.
The kick-off meeting organised by the ANRS | Emerging Infectious Diseases / INSERM, in collaboration
with Inserm Transfert, at PariSanté Campus, gathered the consortium representatives to discuss how
they plan to carry out the different tasks described in the project and build synergies to effectively
identify needs, challenges and priorities in the Research and Innovation agenda and funding in the
international and national level. It will also contribute directly to EU priorities and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.
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The CEO of INSERM, Dr. Gilles Bloch, highlights the importance of a consolidated Strategic Research
and Innovation Agenda for the future of public health in Europe:
“In line with the EC objectives, this research agenda should lead to innovations, by developing
new preventive, diagnostic, and therapeutic measures. It will contribute to identify the basic
molecular processes involved in infections by pathogenic microorganisms and their
transmission from one individual to another, to predict, prevent, or control emerging
phenomena at the global level, and thus directly or indirectly making our communities even
more efficient in responding to emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases”.
Furthermore, Prof. Yazdan Yazdanpanah, Director of the ANRS | Emerging Infectious Diseases,
explains the role of ANRS as BE READY coordinator:
"The ANRS | Emerging Infectious Diseases is in charge of supporting, coordinating and funding
the national research community focused on Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID). Based on
interdisciplinary research and with a One Health approach, the ANRS | Emerging Infectious
Diseases has a unique capacity to contribute to the preparedness and response to EID.
The involvement in the CSA BE READY as coordinator is a key component of the European and
global strategy of the agency to foster coordination in preparation and response strategy to
limit the effects of emerging epidemic events.”

BE READY Context
The COVID-19 pandemic has confirmed and further highlighted the importance of planning and
investing in research and innovation before a health crisis occurs. In this context, the CSA BE READY
responds to the call HORIZON-HLTH-2021-DISEASE-04-06 “Building a European partnership for
pandemic preparedness”.
BE READY will pursue the following six main Specific Objectives (SO) as the foundation of the project’s
development throughout its activities and results:
1. ENGAGE with all prospective partners of the expected future Partnership to support
alignment on its scope, common objectives, governance and ways of working/operationalisation;
2. ELABORATE an innovative and visionary Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda for
pandemic preparedness ensuring a cross-cutting, interdisciplinary Global Health and One Health
approach;
3. CONSOLIDATE the future European Partnership on Pandemic Preparedness;
4. ENSURE complementarities, coordination and collaboration with HERA;
5. INVOLVE relevant stakeholders and initiatives in the area of pandemic preparedness, ensuring
collaboration and coordination, and avoiding duplication; e.g. GloPID-R, WHO R&D blueprint, ACTAccelerator, G7/G20 Health WGs, etc.;
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6. RAISE awareness of the importance of increased pandemic preparedness both outside
and during epidemic/pandemic episodes.
Know-how for future public health emergencies
Dr. Michael McConnell, Associate Faculty at the National Center of Microbiology of the Carlos III
Health Institute (ISCIII) and BE READY Work package (WP) 2 - Development of Partnership Proposal
leader, tells us the meaning of BE READY for our future:
"BE READY is an important initiative to ensure that Europe is adequately prepared for future
pandemics. This collaborative project brings together leading scientific, public health and
governmental institutions across the EU to develop a framework for creating a European
partnership that will allow us to respond to emerging health threats."
Dr. Kathleen D'Hondt, Policy Advisor at the Department Economy, Science and Innovation of the
Flemish Government / Vlaamse Gewest (VLO EWI) and BE READY WP 5 - Cooperation with the
Commission including HERA leader, resumes the actions to be taken to guarantee a prepared future:
“Observe, Analyse, Exchange, Be Ready!”

BE READY consortium partners and affiliates:
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−
−

ANRS | Emerging Infectious Diseases / INSERM, France;
Instituto de Salud Carlos III (ISCIII), Spain;
Ministero dell'Università e della Ricerca (MUR), Italy;
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), Italy;
Ministero della Salute (IT MOH), Italy;
Istituto Superiore di Sanita (ISS), Italy;
AGES - Österreichische Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungssicherheit GmbH
(AGES), Austria;
Department Economy, Science and Innovation of the Flemish Government / Vlaamse
Gewest (VLO EWI), Belgium;
Service Public Federal Sante Publique, Sécurité de la Chaine Alimentaire et
Environnement (SPF Santé), Belgium;
Statens Serum Institut (SSI), Denmark;
Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e. V. (DLR) on behalf of
Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (BMBF), Germany;
Nemzeti Kutatasi Fejlesztesi es Innovacios Hivatal (NKFIH), Hungary;
Université du Luxembourg (uni.Lu), Luxembourg;
Laboratoire national de santé (LNS), Luxembourg;
Folkehelseinstituttet (NIPH), Norway;
Narodowy Instytut Zdrowia Publicznego Pzh - Panstwowy Instytut Badawczy (NIZPPZH), Poland;
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Instituto Nacional De Saude Dr. Ricardo Jorge (INSA), Portugal;
Agência de Investigação Clínica e Inovação Biomédica – AICB, Portugal;
Vetenskapsradet - Swedish Research Council (SRC), Sweden;
The Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development (ZonMw),
Netherlands;
Rijksinstituut Voor Volksgezondheid En Milieu (RIVM), Netherlands;
Universiteit Antwerpen (UANTWERPEN), Belgium;
Inserm Transfert (IT), France;
United Kingdom Research and Innovation (UKRI), United Kingdom.

PRESS CONTACTS:
Project Coordination:
ANRS | Emerging Infectious Diseases: information@anrs.fr
www.anrs.fr
Related Media:
Download here the BE READY Kick-off meeting images
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